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AUF Diver Code of Conduct 
 
 

This policy is intended to discourage certain types of unacceptable behaviour that may 
discredit the AUF and the sports of scuba and snorkel diving. Abiding by the AUF Diver Code 
of Conduct is a condition of membership to the Australian Underwater Federation.  

• The AUF Diver Code of Conduct (the Code) applies to all AUF members at all times 
while they are engaged in recreational snorkelling or SCUBA diving (i.e. outside of 
AUF organised competitions).  

• Knowledge of, or observation of, a breach of the Code by another AUF member 
should be acted on by, where practical, approaching the person concerned and 
informing them that you intend to report the incident.  

• Breaches of the Code should be reported to the AUF Complaints Manager as soon as 
possible and should be followed up in writing with full details of the incident along 
with any supporting evidence. The names of all witnesses to the incident should also 
be included.  

• All matters will be initially investigated by the Complaints Manager in consultation 
with the relevant Club, Sporting Committee and/or State Branch to verify the 
reported incident.  

• If substantiated and of a serious nature, the matter will be investigated as per the 
AUF Complaints, Disputes and Discipline Policy (CDDP).  Breaches of this code may 
result in sanctions including forfeiting AUF membership or refusal to be 
accepted/renewed as a member.  

• If a member has been proven guilty of committing a criminal offence while engaged 
in any AUF sanctioned activity, then that member will be liable to immediate 
expulsion from the AUF.  

Code of Conduct for Recreational Diving 
1. Ensure you are medically and physically fit to dive. 

2. Ensure that you are not under the influence of alcohol or any drugs or medication 
that may impair your senses, judgement or physical ability.  

3. Obtain tank fills them from a reputable filling station, and if via a dive club, ensure 
the compressor is well maintained and the air quality regularly tested for carbon 
monoxide. 

4. Obtain a current weather report for the time that you will be diving.  

5. Obtain local knowledge on currents, tides, entry and exit points and other hazards. 

6. Tell someone where you will be diving and your estimated time of return.  

7. Wear a weight belt fitted with a single hand operated, quick release buckle or quick 
release system for weights integrated into a BCD. 

8. Carry an emergency signally device while diving (plastic safety whistle, a reflective 
signal mirror, safety sausage etc.). 



AUF Diver Code of Conduct updated 2025 ©A.U.F. 2 

9. Do not practice hyperventilation before a breath-hold dive. 

10. Conduct an on-site risk assessment prior to all dives. Cancel the dive if the risks are 
unacceptable to anyone in the group. 

11. Plan all dives and set an agreed dive time and maximum depth prior to entering the 
water. 

12. Include a safety brief before each dive and establish emergency procedures to be 
followed in the event of an incident. 

13. Ensure you have a surface lookout. 

14. Always dive with a buddy. 

15. Keep well hydrated to ensure that you do not suffer the effects of dehydration. 

16. Cease diving if for any reason you are not feeling well. 

17. Ensure a log is kept of all divers entering the water and returning from any diving 
event, and a head count is conducted after each dive. 

18. Ensure that you are visible to passing vessels.  

a. If shore diving tow a safety-coloured float (yellow, orange, or red) with an 
International Code A flag displayed in a vertical position above the float.  

b. If diving from a boat, ensure the International Code A flag is displayed in a 
vertical position clearly visible to other boats. 

19. Adhere to any boating, fisheries or other regulations, including but not limited to, 
size and take limits for certain species, no take species, and restricted access areas. 

20. Do not take more resources than for your personal needs.  

21. Do not leave rubbish at the dive site area or discard into the ocean or other water 
body. 

22. Do not act in a way which results in public disfavour towards our sport or the AUF. 

 
A breach of the AUF Diver Code of Conduct is a breach of the AUF Code of Conduct and may 
result in disciplinary action in accordance with the AUF CDDP. Serious cases, such as 
members willingly engaged in illegal or dangerous practices, or causing unacceptable harm 
to the environment, may result in penalties including expulsion from the AUF or referral to 
the police for investigation.  
 

 

Plan your dive and dive your plan! 

Be prepared to cancel in inclement conditions. 

Think safety first and enjoy your dive. 

Look after our underwater environment. 

 


